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The identity of Aconitum wolongense W. T. Wang 
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Abstract The holotype specimen of Aconitum wolongense W. T. Wang is found to contain two 
previously described taxa A. tanguticum (Maxim. ) Stapf. var. trichocarpum Hand.-Mazz. 
and A. franchetii Fin. et Gagnep. var. villosum W.T. Wang. As a result, A. wolongense is re- 
duced to their synonyms. 
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In the course of revising the genus Aconitum L. from Sichuan, we carefully checked the type 
specimen of Aconitum wolongense W. T. Wang (1989), Chengdu Chinese Traditional Medicinal 
College 84051, collected in 1984 from Wenchuan, Sichuan Province and deposited in PE. The 
specimen (Fig. 1) consists of two parts, and both are not whole plant individuals: one is a short 
flowering inflorescence, and the other a stem with several perfect leaves and a pedicel left at the end 
of the stem. Unfortunately these two parts represent two quite different taxa. ‘The vegetative stem is 
about 92 cm long, the leaves are deeply divided to 7 mm from the base, and the pedicel is densely 
covered with spreading hairs. Although without flowers, these features are enough to be used to refer 
the stem to A. franchetii Fin. et Gagnep. var. villosum W. T. Wang, which was previously found 
from Wenchuan. The flowering inflorescence is about 3.8 cm long with four flowers. Both of the in- 
florescence axis and pedicels are covered with adpressed hairs, the upper sepals are navicular, the 
petals have a very short labium and are nearly spurless, and the carpels are densely pubescent. 
These characters perfectly agree with those of A. tanguticum (Maxim. ) Stapf var. trichocarpum 
Hand. -Mazz.. 

Thus A. wolongense should be reduced to synonymy under both A. franchetii var. villosum 
W. T. Wang and A. tanguticum var. trichocarpum Hand-Mazz.. 

1 Aconitum franchetii Fin. et Gagnep. var. villosum W. T. Wang in Fl. Heip. Pop. Sin. 
27: 211. 1979. TYPE: China. W Sichuan, C. L. Wu 12405 (holotype, N!) 

A. wolongense W. T. Wang in Bull. Bot. Res. 9 (2): 1. fig. 1. 1989, p. p.» Syn. nov. 

TYPE: China. Wolong, Wenchuan, Sichuan, Chengdu Chinese Traditional Medicinal College 
85014 (holotype, PE!) 
2 Aconitum tanguticum ( Maxim. ) Stapf var. trichocarpum Hand.-Mazz. in Acta Hort. 
Gotob. 13: 91.1939; W. T. Wang in Fl. Reip. Pop. Sin. 27: 184. 1979. TYPE: China. 
Dongrergo, Sichuan, Handel-Mazzetti 3817 (not seen). 

A. wolongense W. T. Wang in Bull. Bot. Res. 9 (2): 1. fig. 1. 1989, p. p.» Syn. nov. 
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Fig. | Photograph of the holotype of Aconitum wolongense W, T. Wang 
(Chengdu Chinese Traditional Medicinal College 85014, PE). 


TYPE; China. Wolong, Wenchuan, Sichuan, Chengdu Chinese Traditional Medicinal College 
85014 (holotype, PE!) 


HE AIMED IE XK Aconitum wolongense W. T. Wang HARE Er PERRIEMI LED ERE SS A. 
tanguticum (Maxim. ) Stapf. var. trichocarpum Hand.-Mazz. MAREKI SSK A. franchetii Fin. et Gagnep. var. 
villosum W. T. Wang, BOR RY LAF. 

XStu EVGA: HHA 
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